
 
 

 

 

God’s Created Order 

A Study in Beginnings, Origins, Foundations 

and Fundamentals 

 

 
 

Outlines & Comments for Bible Readings on Genesis 1 & 2 



1 

 

 

 

 

‘In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth’. 

Gen 1:1  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for 

Thou hast created all things, and for Thy pleasure they are  

and were created”. 

Rev 4:11 
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Genesis 1 & 2: God’s Created Order – A Study in Beginnings, Origins, Foundations and Fundamentals  

‘In the Beginning God …’ Gen 1:1-2 – A Focus on the Creator  

 

→God’s Unique Person  

     ↘The Self-Existence of God 

         >His Identity 

         >His Eternity  

         >His Plurality  

         >His Unity  

     ↘The Self-Revelation of God 

         >The Purpose of Creation – His Glory Revealed  

            →The Revelation of His Transcendent Presence   

            →The Revelation of His Sovereign Power  

            →The Revelation of His Infinite Wisdom  

         >The Recipients of Revelation – His Image Bearers  

→God’s Creative Work   

     ↘The Act of Creation – the Universe Made  

     ↘The Activity of the Spirit – the Energy Infused  

‘And God Said …’ Gen 1:3-2:3 – A Focus on the Creation  

 

→Days 1-4 – The Formation of the Material World (Gen 1:3-19) 

    ↘The Shining of the Light  

    ↘The Dividing of the Waters  

    ↘The Separating of the Earth and Sea 

    ↘The Placing of the Heavenly Bodies  

→Days 5-6 – The Creation of Animate Life (Gen 1:20-31) 

    ↘The Creation of Marine and Bird Life  

    ↘The Creation of Land Animals  

    ↘The Creation of Man – the Image Bearer of God 

        >The Distinction of Man  

           →Human Distinction 

           →Gender Distinction  

        >The Dignity of Man  

           →His Unique Status  

           →His Superior Intelligence   

           →His Moral Capacity  

           →His Human Sanctity  

        >The Dominion of Man 

           →His Representative Role  

           →His Responsible Position 

→Day 7 – The Completion of the Creation Week  (Gen 2:1-3) 

‘The Generations of the Heavens and the Earth …’ Gen 2:4-25 – A Focus on History  

 

→The Privilege of Paradise – ‘A garden eastward in Eden’ (Gen 2:4-14) 
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    ↘A Man Created  

        >Formed by God from the Soil of Earth  

        >Animated by God to be Living Soul  

        >Placed by God in the Garden of Eden   

    ↘A Garden Planted  

        >The Location and its Significance  

        >The Trees and their Importance 

        >The River and its Blessing  

→The Limits of Liberty – “The tree of the knowledge of good and evil” (Gen 2:15-17) 

    ↘Freedom Granted   

    ↘Freedom Limited  

    ↘Freedom Tested 

        >Final Authority – the Word of God  

        >Ultimate Accountability – the Obedience of Man 

      

→The Institution of Marriage – ‘Made He a woman and brought her unto man’ (Gen 2:18-25) 

    ↘The Foundation of Family and Society  

        >The Need for Marriage 

           →The Need Stated 

           →The Need Demonstrated 

           →The Need Provided 

       >The Nature of Marriage  

          →The Purpose of Marriage – Lifelong Companionship 

          →The Commitment of Marriage – Lifelong Faithfulness 

          →The Union of Marriage – Lifelong Intimacy  

          →The Function of Marriage – Lifelong Relationships  

              ↘Husband and Wife 

              ↘Parents and Children  

          →The Dignity of Marriage – Lifelong Purity  

    ↘The Representation of Christ and His Church  (Eph 5:22-33) 
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‘IN THE BEGINNING GOD …’ GEN 1:1-2 – A FOCUS ON THE CREATOR  

 

INTRODUCTION TO GENESIS  

“Known unto God are all His works from the beginning of the world” – Acts 15:18 

The English title Genesis follows the Latin Vulgate, ‘Liber Genesis’ – Book of Genesis which is derived from the 

title Genesis in the Septuagint, the Greek translation of the Hebrew Scriptures. It translates as the title the key 

Hebrew word tôledôt – ‘generations,’ first occurring in chapter 2:4. The Hebrew title is the first word of the book 

translated, In the Beginning. It was the custom to name the books of the Pentateuch by the first word of the 

book. In the English King James Translation the title appears as, The First Book of Moses, Called Genesis. 

This reminds us of the human author. It is, as its title suggests, the book of beginnings; the story of Creation 

and the dawn of human history with its continuing story of rebellion, divine judgment and promised redemption.  

Genesis and Revelation form the ‘bookends’ of the Bible corresponding in their themes. Broadly speaking, 

Genesis is the commencement, the promise of redemption and Revelation the conclusion, the consummation. 

The story of the Bible is the outworking of God’s redemptive promise: “And I will put enmity between you and 

the woman, and between your seed and her Seed; He shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise His heel” – 

Gen 3:15 (NKJV). The incarnation of the Son of God and His triumph upon the Cross brought fulfilment to this 

promise. The consummation of accomplished redemption will be firstly a ‘new heavens and earth’ with its 

capital, earthly Jerusalem – Isa 2:1-5; 65:17-25; 66:22. Then ultimately, ‘a new heavens and earth’ with its 

capital, heavenly Jerusalem – Rev 21:1-4. The first will be realized in the Millennial Kingdom – Rev 20:1-6, the 

second in the Eternal State – Rev 21:1-8. As the story of the Bible begins with God placing man in a fruitful 

garden with ‘a river’ flowing from Eden and ‘the tree of life also in the midst of the Garden’ – Gen 2:9-10, so it 

will end as God dwells with man in a glorious city with ‘a pure river of water of life’ flowing from the throne and 

‘the tree of life in the midst of the street of it, and on either side of the river– Rev 21:2-3, 22; 22:1-5. 

 

The Structure of Genesis  

I. The Primeval History of the World (1:1-11:26)  

A. The Origin of the Heavens and Earth (1:1-2:3)  

B. The Generations of the Heavens and Earth (2:4-4:26)  

C. The Generations of Adam (5:1-6:8)  

D. The Generations of Noah (6:9-9:29)  

E. The Generations of the Sons of Noah (10:1-11:9)  

F. The Generations of Shem (11:10-26)  

 

II. The Patriarchal History of Israel (11:27-50:26)  

A. The Generations of Terah (11:27-25:11)  

B. The Generations of Ishmael (25:12-18)  

C. The Generations of Isaac (25:19-35:29)  

D. The Generations of Esau (36:1-42)  

     1. The Generations of Esau in Canaan (36:1-8) 

     2. The Generations of Esau in Mt Seir (36:9-42)  

F. The Generations of Jacob (37:1-50:26) 

The Story of Genesis 

→A Man Created and Blessed Gen 1:28 – Adam as the Representative Head of the Human Race.  
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     ↘The Story of Human Failure from the Garden of Eden to the Plain of Shinar – the Fall, the Flood and  

       Babel. 

→A Man Called and Blessed Gen 12:1-3 – Abraham as the Patriarchal Head of a Chosen Seed.  

     ↘The Story of Divine Grace from Ur of the Chaldees to the Land of Egypt – God’s Covenant with Abraham, 

Isaac and Jacob.  

A Summary of Genesis 1 v 1 – 4 v 26 

I. The Primeval History of the World (1:1-11:32)  

A. The Origin of the Heavens and Earth (1:1-2:3) 

    1. God's Creation of the Universe (1:1-2) 

        a. The Creative Act of God (1:1) 

        b. The Energizing Power of the Spirit (1:2) 

    2. God's Formation of the World (1:2b-31) 

        a. The World Fashioned for Life (1:2b-19) 

        b. The World Filled with Life (1:20-31)  

    3. God's Completion of His Work (2:1-3)  

B. The Generations of the Heavens and Earth (2:4-4:26) 

    1. The Garden of God – the Paradise of Eden (2:4-3:24) 

         a. Man’s Life in Paradise (2:4-25) 

         b. Man’s Loss of Paradise (3:1-24) 

    2. The Family of Adam – the Legacy of Sin (4:1-26)  

 

INTRODUCTION TO GENESIS 1 VS 1-2 

 

a. The Source of Creation Gen 1:1 – the When, Who, How & What of Creation 

1. When: The Commencement – ‘In the beginning’ – Septuagint (LXX) reads En archei ‘in the beginning’ as in 

John 1:1. 

English sociologist and philosopher Herbert Spencer (1820-1903) was an early advocate for the theory of 

biological evolution publishing his ideas before Charles Darwin and the British naturalist Alfred Russel 

Wallace. The now famous phrase ‘survival of the fittest’ was coined by Spencer, which he said ‘Mr Darwin 

called “Natural Selection or the preservation of the favoured races in the struggle for life.”’ As we would 

expect he advocated for the primacy of science over religion.  

Spencer said there are five Ultimate Scientific Ideas which, according to Spencer, we perceive as time, 

space, matter, motion and force with force being the ‘ultimate of ultimates.’ Force, says Spencer, ‘as we 

know it, can be regarded only as a certain conditioned effect of the Unconditioned Cause – as the relative 

reality indicating to us an Absolute Reality’ which he says ‘is some mode of the Unknowable.’ 

When it comes to Genesis 1:1, contrary to Hebert Spencer, we discover that Absolute Reality is indeed 

knowable. It is God, the Creator. He is the force that effects, sets in motion time, space and matter through 

His creative power. Our perception and experience of these things is explained in the first verse of the 

Bible and in the first cause of all, Almighty God. 

Principles of Biology Vol. 1, 1864. Part III ‘The Evolution of Life’ p 444. 

First Principles 1864, Herbert Spencer, Part II ‘The Knowable,’ Chapter III Space, Time, Matter, Motion and Force pp 170, 172, 174.  

Acknowledgement to John MacArthur, The Battle for the Beginning, for identifying H. Spencer and his ideas. 
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     →The Temporal Nature of the Universe – Space and Matter are not eternal. Time and Creation co-exist. 

 #The universe is limited by time and to time. God is not, though He both acts within time and measures the 

 fulfilment of His purposes according to it – Gal 4: 4; Acts 1:7. 

    →The Eternal Nature of God – He Pre-exists and Transcends His Creation.  

#God is evidently infinitely greater than the sum total of His creation. Creation is dependent upon Him, but He is 

independent of it while His existence depends entirely upon Himself and nothing else. Cp Psa 90:2; Isa 40: 9-

26. 

2. Who: The Source – ‘God’  

     →Divine Prerogative – His Sovereign Choice to Create    

     →Divine Power – His Sovereign Act in Creating  

     →Divine Purpose – His Sovereign Plan for Creation  

3. How: The Act – ‘created’  

    →Only God Creates out of Nothing – ex nihilo – Latin term meaning ‘Creation out of nothing.’ Not by 

nothing, but out of nothing, by the power of the Creator.   
#The three primary alternatives on the nature of Creation are Creation by God out of nothing (ex nihilo), 

Creation out of matter (ex materia) or, as Pantheism, claims Creation out of God (ex Deo).  

    →Visible Reveals the Invisible – Rom 1:20; Heb 11:3    

4. What: The Outcome – ‘the heavens and the earth’– A 

Material Universe/World – Gen 1:1.  

    →Creation is a fixed point of reference – Evidence for 

an almighty, eternal God – Rom 1:20.  

    →Creation is a fixed point of perspective – 

Demonstrates how great God is and how limited man is – Psa 

8:3-5; 19:1-6. 

 

b. The Condition of Creation Gen 1:2 

    1. The Condition of the Earth v 2a 

    2. The Covering of the Deep v 2b 

    3. The Causation of the Spirit v 2c 

OUTLINE & COMMENTS ON GENESIS 1 VS 1-2 

 

→God’s Unique Person  

     ↘The Self-Existence of God 

         >His Identity – the two Names of God in Gen 1 & 2 are God, Elohim and LORD, Jehovah [Yahweh]. 

Elohim appears alone in Gen 1:1-2:3 and both appear together in Gen 2:4-3:24 (Exception Gen 3:1b-5). Then 

LORD, Jehovah alone in Gen 4:1-26 (Exception Gen 4:25).  

>The Story of Creation – God, Elohim 

>The Story of Man in the Garden – LORD God, Jehovah Elohim 

>The Story of Man outside the Garden – LORD, Jehovah  

#The pattern of how God is identified, indicates that the Creator, the one true God, Elohim is none other than 

Israel’s LORD thus, the LORD God and therefore He who is “the LORD our God” – Ex 3:13, 15; 5:1; Deut 6:4.  

#God, Elohim in Gen 1:1-2:3 is revealed as the transcendent Creator ‘outside’ of His created order while acting 

upon it; in Gen 2:4-3:24 it is the LORD God of history now active ‘within’ Creation in relation to man. Then, in 

chapter 4, now outside the Garden and despite the entrance of sin, the LORD is still sovereign over man. He 

Israel’s LORD is the Creator God – that 

means He is alone the source of all things, 

absolutely supreme and only to be 

worshipped – Exo 20:2-3.  
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alone is to be worshipped in the right way; to Him alone man is accountable and He is to be acknowledged as 

LORD – Gen 4:26. The account communicates that Israel’s LORD is Creator alone and that He has been 

personally and actively present from the beginning of His Creation and throughout human history.  

1. God, Elohim. Three related names for God are –ʾēl, (x 235 OT e.g. Gen 14:18; 17:1), ʾĕlōah (x 58 OT e.g. 

Deut 32:15; mostly in Job – 3:4 etc.) and ʾĕlōhîm (x 2600 OT). ‘Probable is the view that ʾĕlōhîm comes from 

ʾĕlōah as a unique development of the Hebrew Scriptures and represents chiefly the plurality of persons in the 

Trinity of the godhead … When indicating the true God, ʾĕlōhîm functions as the subject of all divine activity 

revealed to man and as the object of all true reverence and fear from men. Often ʾĕlōhîm is accompanied by 

the personal name of God, Yahweh’ (J. B. Scott, Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament © 1980 by The 

Moody Bible Institute of Chicago. Database © 2007 WORDsearch Corp).  

#Elohim conveys not only the idea of divine majesty, but also the plurality of God; divine persons in unity – 

trinity – Gen 1:26; 3:22.  

#Elohim also refers to other ‘gods’ which do not actually exist in contrast to the one true and living God. Cp Gen 

35:2; Exo 12:12; Isa 41:23; Jer 2:11. God is the Living and Only God – Deut 5:26; Isa 45:22. 

#Gen 1 teaches us that >God is Supreme – Cp Gen 14:19-20  

                                      >God is Sovereign – Cp Gen 14:22; Num 16:22; Jer 32:27 

                                      >God Speaks – with Absolute Authority requiring Absolute Obedience – Cp Psa  

                                         33:9. 

                                             →He Communicates and Commands – Gen 1:3 … 2:16-17. Moreover, 

                                             →He who spoke from eternity, spoke from Sinai Exo 20:1; Deut 4:33 … and  

                                                 ultimately by His Son, the Eternal WORD – Jn 1:1-5; Heb 1:1-2.        

                                          

2. LORD, Jehovah (x 6828 OT) the personal and everlasting name of God by which He is most frequently 

identified in scripture. Called by scholars the ‘tetragrammaton’ from Greek – having four letters: YHWH in 

Hebrew.  

    →Meaning of His Name, LORD – “I AM” – Exo 3:11-15. “I Am” in effect corresponds to LORD and explains 

who He is and the mode of His existence. He is: 

           >the ever present, the ever existing, the ever powerful LORD of Eternity and History 

           >God of the past, present and future:  

‘John to the seven churches which are in Asia: Grace be unto you, and peace, from him which is, and which 

was, and which is to come’ – Rev 1:4.  

    →Significance of His Name, LORD  

#He is the Eternal Lord of History Who Reveals His Dynamic Presence in History – He is absolutely 

sovereign over it, He is all knowing concerning it and He is active within it. History is His-Story – Acts 17:24-28. 

           ↘His Name Explained Exo 3:11-15 – the Power of His Name 

           ↘His Name Revealed Exo 6:1-10 – the Greatness of His Name  

           ↘His Name Proclaimed Exo 34: 5-7 – the Character of His Name  

>The Exodus: His Name made known in Judgment, Redemption and Covenant – Exo 9:16; 12:12-13; 19:3-6. 

>The Incarnation: His Name made known in Grace, Salvation and Covenant – Jn 1:16-17; Lk 2:25-32; Matt 

26:27-28; Heb 13:20. ‘Jesus’ is Jehovah the Saviour – Matt 1:18-23; Lk 2:11; 3:4-6-Isa 40:3-5; The “I Am” – 

Jn 8:58; 18:4-6; 6:35; 8:12; 10:9, 11; 11:25-26; 14:6; 15:1. 

#Thus as LORD He is –  

    ↘the God of Self-Revelation – whether in grace or judgment. At a time, place and way of His choosing.  
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    ↘the God of Covenant Faithfulness  

         →Ever Self-Sufficient  

         →Ever Self-Sustaining 

              →Ever existing  

              →Ever present 

              →Ever active   

                   →He keeps His word  

                   →He fulfils His will 

                   →He redeems His people  

                   →He judges His enemies  

 

         >His Eternity – God is without cause, beginning or end. He is forever. He is before and beyond time – 

Psa 90:2; Isa 57:15; Jn 8:58. 

         >His Plurality – Trinity, One being, One Godhead of Three Persons existing eternally, absolutely and 

harmoniously.  

#The truth of trinity is clearly Indicated in the OT – Gen 1:1-2 … 26; 3:22; Psa 2:7; 45:6-7; 110:1; Isa 61: 1-2 

etc. and fully Revealed in the NT – Matt 3:16-17; 28:19; Jn 14:16-17; Rev 1:4-6 etc.  

         >His Unity – One Being, One Godhead, Complete and Perfect. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Helpful Statements concerning the Trinity: 

Athanasian Creed of 44 statements says at the following points:  

3. We worship one God in Trinity, and Trinity in Unity;  

4. Neither confounding the Persons: nor dividing the Substance [Essence].  

5. For there is one Person of the Father: another of the Son: and another of the Holy Ghost. 

6. But the Godhead of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, is all one: the Glory equal, the Majesty 

coeternal. 

7. Such as the Father is: such is the Son: and such is the Holy Ghost … 

10. The Father eternal: the Son eternal: and the Holy Ghost eternal. 

11. And yet they are not three eternals: but one eternal … 

15. So the Father is God: the Son is God: and the Holy Ghost is God. 

16. And yet they are not three Gods: but one God … 

26. But the whole three Persons are coeternal, and coequal. 

 

’The declarations of Scripture, then, may be summarized thus: In one essential Godhead there coexist 

three Persons, co substantial, coequal, co-eternal. This mystery cannot be explained nor defined, because  

it is beyond the grasp of the finite; and no explanation is attempted in the inspired Book’ (The Spirit of God, 

G Campbell Morgan, Fleming H. Revell Company, 1900). 

(Athanasian Creed composed in 4th or 5th Cent. Athanasius, bishop of Alexandria (293-373) the chief defender of the divinity of Christ and 

the orthodox doctrine of the Trinity against heresy in the 4th Cent. Scholars believe that he did not write the creed though it bears his 

name, but it does reflect his influence. Quoted here simply for the clarity it brings to a difficult, yet essential Bible doctrine). 
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#Significant ‘Creation’ Passages  

Exodus 20:8-11; Job 38-39; Psa 19:1-6; Psa 8; 

Psa 33:6-9; Psa 104; Isa 40:9-28; Prov 8:22-

31; John 1:1-5; Acts 17:22-31; Rom 1:20; Col 

1:15-17; Heb 1:1-3, 10-12 (Psa 102:25-27); 

11:3; Rev 4:11; 10:6  

 

     ↘The Self-Revelation of God 

         >The Purpose of Creation – His Glory 

Revealed – Psa 19:1-6; Rom 1:20; Rev 4:11 

            →The Revelation of His Transcendent  

                 Presence   

            →The Revelation of His Sovereign  

                 Power  

            →The Revelation of His Infinite  

                 Wisdom  

         >The Recipients of Revelation – His 

Image Bearers  

 

→God’s Creative Work   

    ↘The Act of Creation – the Universe Made 

v 1 

         >The One Source of Everything – God 

who created from nothing not out of Himself.   

         >The Sum Total of Everything – Heavens and Earth. A ‘merism’ – two contrasting words used to 

express a whole. Thus heaven and earth are describing a total Creation, a universe of time, space and matter 

in its basic form containing the necessary elements that make the universe and the world what they are. Earth 

or matter then in in Genesis 1:1 must refer to the substance out of which everything was made. No particular 

mention is made of the other eight planets in the Creation account for the focus is ‘geocentric’ (the earth is at 

the centre of the Creation account). The sun, moon or stars are not made until day 4 (vs 14-19), presumably 

from the raw matter God had already brought into existence in His first creative act.  

#As above, only God creates what is not whether from nothing or using what already exists – The Hebrew verb 

bara˒ ‘create’ is found 48 times in OT and always has God as its subject (Vine’s Dict.) – E.g. Gen 1:1, 21, 27 (x 

2); 2:3, 4;  5:1, 2; 6:7; Ex 34:10; Num 16:30; Isa 40:26, 28; 42:5; 45:7 (x2), 8, 12, 18 (x 2), Jer 31:22; Ezek 

28:13, 15 etc.  

#Made (x 2621 OT) is the other verb used in Gen 1 & 2 for God’s creative work by His word in the Creation 

account – Gen 1:7, 11 & 12 (yielding KJV), 16, 25, 26, 31; 2:2, 3, 4, 18; 3:1, 7, 13, 14, 21 etc. It is used in 

relation to man as well as God e.g. Gen 3:7; 8:6; 11:4. In Gen 1:26-27; 2:4 & 5:1 created and made are used 

synonymously while Gen 2:3 suggests that God ‘created to make’ (Newberry Bible, Marginal Reading) or 

‘rested from all His work that he had done in creation’ (ESV). Vine’s Dictionary says of ˓asah, made: 

This verb, which occurs over 2600 times in the Old Testament, is used as a synonym for “create” 

only about 60 times. There is nothing inherent in the word to indicate the nature of the creation 

involved; it is only when ˓asah is parallel to bara˒ that we can be sure that it implies creation (Vine’s 

Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words, © 1984, 1996, Thomas Nelson, 

Inc. Nashville, TN). 

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty! 
Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee. 
Holy, Holy, Holy! Merciful and mighty! 
God in three Persons, blessed Trinity! 

Holy, Holy, Holy! All the saints adore Thee,  
Casting down their golden crowns around the glassy 
sea;  
Cherubim and seraphim falling down before Thee,  
Which wert, and art, and evermore shalt be. 

Holy, holy, holy; though the darkness hide Thee, 
Though the eye of sinful man Thy glory may not see, 
Only Thou art holy; there is none beside Thee 
Perfect in power, in love, and purity. 

Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty! 
All Thy works shall praise Thy name in earth and sky 
and sea. 
Holy, Holy, Holy! Merciful and mighty! 
God in three Persons, blessed Trinity! 
                                   Reginald Heber (1783-1826 
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     ↘The Activity of the Spirit – the Energy Infused v 2 

         >The Condition of the Earth v 2a – formless [tō·hû] and empty [bō·hû]. The first word is found 20 times 

in OT in Gen 1:2; Deut 32:10; 1 Sam 12:21(x2); Job 6:18; 12:24; 26:7; Psa 107:40; Isa 24:10; 29:21; 34:11; 

40:17, 23; 41:29; 44:9; 45:18, 19; 49:4; 59:4; Jer 4:23. The second is found only 3 times in Gen 1:2; Isa 34:11; 

Jer 4:23. Both words are entirely negative. Cp their use in the following scriptures:  

 

Isa 34:11 which particularly describes the outcome of divine judgment in the future Day of the Lord upon the 

land of Idumea: ‘He shall stretch out upon it the line of confusion [tō·hû], and the stones of emptiness 

[bō·hû].’  

 

Isa 45:18-19 has ‘formless’ twice in relation to Creation and the seed of Jacob:  

For thus saith the LORD that created the heavens; God himself that formed the earth and made it; 

He hath established it, He created it not in vain [tō·hû], He formed it to be inhabited: I am the LORD; 

and there is none else. I have not spoken in secret, in a dark place of the earth: I said not unto the 

seed of Jacob, Seek ye me in vain [tō·hû]: I the LORD speak righteousness, I declare things that 

are right.  

Jer 4:23-27 has ‘without form and void’ like Gen 1:2 in v 23; they appear together in this section describing the 

outcome of God’s judgment on the land of Israel by the Chaldeans.   

I beheld the earth, and, lo, it was without form [tō·hû], and void [bō·hû]; and the heavens, and they 

had no light. I beheld the mountains, and, lo, they trembled, and all the hills moved lightly. I beheld, 

and, lo, there was no man, and all the birds of the heavens were fled. I beheld, and, lo, the fruitful 

place was a wilderness, and all the cities thereof were broken down at the presence of the LORD, 

and by His fierce anger. For thus hath the LORD said, the whole land shall be desolate; yet will I not 

make a full end. 

#Earth (v 2a) still refers to matter, but now part of it in the sense of this planet.  

#What v 2 states is the fact of the earth’s condition. Why it was so is debated. The point is that God did not 

create it to leave it in this raw or basic state. He created it for a purpose and so unfolds the narrative of Gen 1.  

#It seems reasonable to conclude that the reoccurring Hebrew conjunction waw ‘and’ connects the Creation 

account together not merely in narrative sequence, but as a sequential event. With each additional activity 

finding conclusion at the end of each day with the entire process concluding on the sixth day leading to rest on 

the seventh which does not have any reference to evening and morning. (The idea of narrative sequence 

expresses the order established to relate or tell a story)           

         >The Covering of the Deep v 2b 

            →The Deep was a Covering to the Earth – Gen 1:9-10; Psa 104:5-6; 2 Pet 3:5 

            →The Darkness a Covering to the Deep – Cp Exo 10:21; Deut 4:11; 5:23; 2 Sam 22:12; Psa  

                18:11; Isa 9:2; 45:7; Amos 5:18; Matt 27:45 

#Light, it seems, was absent from God’s creation of the universe in v 1. Did God therefore create darkness 
when He brought the heavens and earth into existence? Cp Job 38:9; Isa 45:7. It would seem so unless the 
primitive state described in v 2 was result of judgment upon the angelic rebellion under Satan as some believe 
or think possible. The darkness is illuminated, not eradicated. It remained and remains part of Creation in the 
day and night cycle. However, God only calls the light good on day one (v 4), but it is the case that God 
evaluates as good each stage of what He does in forming and filling the world from its basic state with the 
climax being on day six – v 31. Elsewhere in scripture darkness is used symbolically for spiritual darkness in 
contrast to spiritual light – Isa 9:2; 2 Cor 4:6; 6:14; 1 Jn 1:5-7 etc.  
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#The Darkness pervading the primitive state of earth demonstrates the need for light. There is perhaps 
therefore  
represented by the deep and the darkness the idea of what is concealed and hidden. It will be from the 
covering of the waters the ‘dry land’ will appear (v 10), but it is particularly the darkness that forms a dramatic 
background for the shining forth of light and with it the unfolding revelation of Divine power and wisdom. Indeed 
it is reasonable to suggest that the darkness about to be illuminated is emblematic of the self-revelation of God 
from the concealment of eternity by His spoken word.  
 
         >The Causation of the Spirit v 2c 
 
#As Henry Morris points out, the universe brought into existence by the Almighty Creator awaits the infusion of 

energy by the ‘energizing power’ of the Spirit of God and the ‘activating power’ of the word of God (See The 

Genesis Record, A Scientific and Devotional Commentary on the Book of Beginnings, Henry M. Morris p 51. © 

1976 by Henry M. Morris. Baker Book House).  

#Moved – ‘Shake', ‘tremble’, ‘hovering’. Also, and only in Deut 32:11 'fluttered'; Jer 23:9 'shake'. It conveys that 

the Spirt of God activates, energizes, and shapes a formless and empty earth in preparation for the next stage, 

and stages of God’s creative word and work, beginning with the enlivening energy of light. 

#Aspects of the work and operation of the Spirit in Creation are: 

→He is Generator of Power (Gen 1:2] 

→He is Administrator of Order (Ps 33:6) 

→He is Restorer of Beauty (Job 26:13) 

→He is Creator of Life (Job 33:4) 

→He is Producer of Renewal (Isa 40:7) 

He acted as the Administrator of the will of God, as 

expressed by the Word of God. The will of God is 

that order should supersede disorder. The Word of 

God announces that will, beginning with the first 

utterance: Let there be light (Gen 1:3). By the 

brooding of the Spirit over the chaos the light 

came. That is the unvarying order of the activity of God in creation (The Spirit of God, G Campbell 

Morgan, Fleming H. Revell Company, 1900). 

#The Spirt is, in the divine work of the Godhead, the enabler and effecter of the will of God as revealed 

throughout Scripture. Cp Judges 6:34; 15:14; Isa 11:2; Ezek 36:27; Zech 4:6; Matt 3:16; 12:28; Acts 2:4, 17; 

Rev 1:4; 5:6. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The same Spirit who enabled and 

energized Creation for the COMMAND OF 

THE DIVINE WORD also enabled and 

guided righteous men for the 

COMMUNICATION OF THE DIVINE 

WORD – ‘for the prophecy came not in old 

time by the will of man: but holy men of 

God spake as they were moved by the 

Holy Ghost’ – 2 Peter 1:21.  
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‘AND GOD SAID …’ GEN 1:3-2:3 – A FOCUS ON THE CREATION  

 

INTRODUCTION TO GENESIS 1 VS 3-19 

  

1. God Forms the World for Life – Days One to Four vs 3-19 – The World Prepared  

2. God Fills the World with Life – Day Five to Six vs 20-31 – The World Populated  

→The Foundation of Creation – ‘And God said …’ The Foundation of Everything is the WORD OF GOD 

– He speaks form the silence of eternity in time for His glory – Psa 33:4-9; Heb 1:3; 2 Pet 3:5. His Powerful 

Word: 

>Reveals His Wisdom  

>Speaks His Will  

>Commands His Work  

→The Process of Creation  

>Speaker vs 3a, 6a, 9a, 11a, 14a, 20a, 24a, 26a, [28b, 29a – God speaks to man directly] 

>Commandment vs 3b, 6b, 9b, 11b, 14b-15a, 20b, [22b following blessing], 24b, 26b [Counsel  

  followed by Creation], 28c [following blessing] 

>Fulfilment vs 3, 7a, 9b, 11b-12, 15b-18a, 21a, 24b-25a, 27-28  

>Separation/Distinction vs 4, 7b, 9b, 12a, 16, 21a, 25a, 27b 

>Naming/Identification vs 5, 8, 10a, 12a, 17-18a, 21a, 25a, 27 

>Evaluation vs 3b, 10b, 12b, 18b, 21b-22, 25b, 28, 31 

>Chronology vs 5, 8b, 13, 19, 23, 31b 

  

→The Testimony of Creation  

    >To the Power of God – Rom 1:20   

       ↘He Speaks into Existence – His Sovereign Will  

       ↘He Identifies by Name/Purpose – His Sovereign Authority  

 #God not only brings into existence, He also names what He has made – day, night, heaven, earth and seas. 

In so doing He gives identity and significance to what He makes. Also, by naming what He brings into existence 

He establishes His absolute and supreme authority as the Creator over everything. Thus, God naming and 

identifying His work gives to each part its proper place within the whole; each part was distinguished from the 

other being made or designed for a specific purpose and function and so having meaning and significance as 

assigned by God.    

   >To the Wisdom of God – Seen in a Designed Creation – Isa 40:12-14; Psa 19:1-6; 104:24 

       ↘Infinite Knowledge Possessed – the Intelligence of the Creator  

       ↘Infinite Knowledge Expressed – the Work of the Creator  

He hath made the earth by His power, 
He hath established the world by His wisdom, 
And hath stretched out the heaven by His understanding – Jer 51:15. 
 

OUTLINE & COMMENTS ON GENESIS 1 VS 3-19 

 

#The Days of Creation – Regarding the sequence and number of the days Jonathan Sarfati says: ‘A literal 

translation of Creation Week would be Day One; a second day; a third day; a fourth day; a fifth day; a day, the 
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sixth; a day, the seventh’ (The Genesis Account A theological, historical, and scientific commentary on Genesis 

1-11, Jonathan D. Sarfati PH.D., F.M. p 121. 2015 © by Creation Ministries International (US) Creation.com). 

Indeed it is interesting to note the only day of the week named by Jews was the Sabbath, the rest of the days of 

the week were referred to numerically just as in Creation even into NT times – Gen 8:4, 5; Exo 16:5; Josh 

10:32; Lk 24:1, 21. 

#Evening and morning appears to indicate a day concluding at evening, thus a twenty four hour cycle 

reckoned from evening to evening. The consecutive days of the Creation week indicate that God established 

the daily twenty four hour cycle on day one when He divided light and darkness. Presumably the earth with this 

division began to spin on its axis every twenty four hours with the light coming from the light God commanded 

to shine on day one until the sun was made on day four. Moreover, the division of light and darkness into day 

and night relate to morning and evening. The day commences at morning and the night at evening, so it must 

follow that the statement at the conclusion of each day’s work: ‘And there was evening and there was morning, 

the first day’ (ESV) v 5 etc. means that God commenced His work in the morning, with Gen 1:1-3 being the 

dawn of Creation’s first day, and concluded it in the evening with the period between evening and morning 

being the night season when there was no activity. This is important and relevant for not only did God establish 

the cycle of the week and of a day in Creation, He also established the pattern for the period of work and the 

period of rest within a twenty four hour cycle. A pattern we still follow to this day and so necessary for us in 

maintaining a heathy lifestyle! The Lord Jesus said: “Are there not twelve hours in the day? If any man walk in 

the day, he stumbleth not, because he seeth the light of this world” – Jn 11:9 and again: “I must work the works 

of Him that sent Me, while it is day: the night cometh, when no man can work” – Jn 9:4. The daytime is the 

period for labour and opportunity.  

→Days 1-4 The Formation of the Material World (Gen 1:3-19) 

    ↘The Shining of the Light vs 3-5 

        >The Source of Light – God – Rev 21:23-24; Exo 13:12-22; Acts 9:3 

        >The Necessity of Light – Illumination, Energy and Heat  

        >The Distinction of Light – from Darkness  

           →The Cycle of Day and Night that Constitutes a Twenty Four Day  

           →The Separation of Light and Darkness in Scripture 

                ↘The Power of Illumination by the Gospel – Jn 1:9; 8:12; 1 Jn 1:5; 2 Cor 4:4-6; 1 Pet 2:9 

                ↘The Principle of Separation – Isa 5:20; 2 Cor 6:14-18 

    ↘The Dividing of the Waters vs 6-8 Cp Psa 148:4-6  

        >The Vault of the Firmament  – the expanse of space Cp Job 9:8; 26:7; Psa 104:2; Isa 40:22; 42:5; Jer 

10:12; 51:15. 

        >The Separation of the Waters – Psa 148:4-6 suggest that the ‘waters’ above remain far out there in 

space?  

2 Pet 3:5.  

        >The Declaration of the Heavens – Psa 19:1-6  

    ↘The Separating of the Earth & Sea vs 9-13 

        >Earth Appears vs 9-10 

           →The Seas in One Place  

           →The Earth as One Continent? 

        >Earth Produces vs 11-13 

          →Its Fruitfulness 

               ↘Reproduction by Seed  

               ↘Distinction of Kind  

          →Its Provision vs 29, 30 – Food to satisfy the appetite and nourish the body.  
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#The term grass refers to ‘what is green,’ grass and vegetation that covers the ground – 2 Sam 23:4; Psa 23:2. 

Herbs would include non woody green plants, vegetables, and cereals – Gen 1:29, 30; 2:5; 3:18; 9:3. Trees 

woody plants; fruit trees and all fruit bearing trees and shrubs – Gen 1:29; 2:9, 16, 17; 3:1, 2, 3, 6, 8, 11, 12, 17, 

22, 24; Exo 7:19; 25:5 ‘wood.’  

#The New English Translation (NET) gives: ‘God said, “Let the land produce vegetation: plants yielding seeds 

according to their kinds, and trees bearing fruit with seed in it according to their kinds.” It was so.’ This would 

lend to the interpretation that ‘grass’ or ‘vegetation’ is a broad term which includes herb’s and fruit trees as well 

as everything else that grows, from grass to the tallest trees. The focus in vs 11 & 12 is on the seed yielding 

herb and fruit bearing trees for these will form the food for man, land animals and birds – vs 29-30. The account 

gives specific and sufficient detail to fit God’s purpose in Creation.  

    ↘The Placing of the Heavenly Bodies vs 14-19 Cp James 1:17 

        >Light Bearers – Dividing day & Night  

        >Time Determiners – Signs as in Indicators of Seasons, Days and Years   

        >Heavenly Rulers – Governing Life on Earth  

Lessons from Creation  

#Meaning. God is the true, only and ultimate source of truth and meaning. He who is Light, caused light to 

shine in order to energize, form and fill a world with meaning and beauty. The climax of Creation, His image 

bearers, would understand, appreciate and in response worship God for His majesty and glory, His power and 

wisdom. Without God there is no meaning or real purpose to either the universe or life – ‘in Thy light shall we 

see light’ – Psa 36:9. It is the height of folly to claim this world has no Creator. 

#Design. God separates and distinguishes 

what is necessarily different by design. 

Distinction in what He made and named is the 

way He intends the world to be with each part 

functioning as He designed it within its sphere 

of operation, yet each part complementing the 

other to make one world. This reality extends 

to animate life in its variety and different 

spheres with the foundational distinction of 

male and female pertaining to all, but when 

we think particularly of man we are reminded 

of the infinite power and wisdom of God who 

is the maker and designer of every life – Psa 

139:13-18. His design pertains not only to 

what I am as a human being, but also to who I 

am as a person.  

#Separation. God divides. He divided the waters by the firmament on the second day. On the first day He 

divided light from darkness. Scripture highlights the importance of this separation applying it to the moral and 

spiritual realm – Isa 2:5; 5:20; Jn 12:35; Cor 6:14-18; Eph 5:8; 1 Pet 2:9; 1 Jn 1:7. The believer is to walk in the 

light of truth and holiness. 

#Unity. The universe is precisely balanced. It displays unity and harmony even despite the effects of sin. This 

unity and harmony, as previously noted, demonstrates the nature of its Creator – a Trinitarian God. Moreover, 

God balanced Creation by His infinite power and wisdom as Isa 40:12-14 testify. Unity and harmony are what 

ought to mark God’s people who are united in Christ by the Spirit – Eph 4:1-6.  

‘And truly, I reiterate, nothing’s small! 
No lily-muffled hum of a summer-bee, 
But finds some coupling with the spinning stars; 
No pebble at your foot, but proves a sphere; 
No chaffinch, but implies the cherubim; 
And (glancing on my own thin, veinèd wrist), 
In such a little tremor of the blood 
The whole strong clamour of a vehement soul 
Doth utter itself distinct. Earth’s crammed with heaven, 
And every common bush afire with God; 
But only he who sees, takes off his shoes, 
The rest sit round it and pluck blackberries, 
And daub their natural faces unaware 
More and more from the first similitude.’ 
                           Elizabeth Barrett Browning (1806-1861) 
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#Sovereignty. God spoke everything into existence and assigned and named everything according to His will. 

All is under His authority. Moreover, the Father through the Son, created and upholds everything by ‘His 

powerful word’. He is ever in ultimate control of His universe. What an encouragement. The believer is assured 

that everything is under the sovereign rule of God including our own lives – Psa 46:1-3, 10; Lk 12:6-7. 

#Obedience. God speaks and His commands are ‘obeyed’. Creation demonstrates that His word is absolute 

and effective. Man has ever learnt the cost of disobedience beginning with Adam. King Saul was told ‘to obey is 

better than sacrifice’ – 1 Sam 15:22-23. Peter reminds believers that we are to be ‘obedient children’ – 1 Pet 

1:14.  

#Provision. Before ever animal life was created on earth, God had already brought forth food for man and 

animals. We ever remember that the provision of earth and the food it produces is by the goodness and 

faithfulness of God – Acts 14:14-17. An ungrateful society has largely forgotten this. Also, plant and tree life are 

essential for the sustainability of life as they produce oxygen and absorb carbon dioxide.  

#Fruitfulness. The earth was by His command fruitful and beautified with its grass, plants and trees. He also 

commanded marine life and bird life as well as man to be fruitful in procreation – vs 22, 28. The beauty of 

fruitfulness is what should be seen in the life of the believer – Gal 5:22-23; Col 1:10.  

#Authority. God who rules over all, established the heavenly bodies to rule in relation to the earth. Faithful and 

just rule is God’s intention among men – 2 Sam 23:3; Rom 13:1 and in the local assembly – Acts 20:28; 1 Pet 

5:1-4. Ultimately the King of kings and Lord of lords will reign as ‘the Sun of Righteousness’ and the healing 

rays of His glory will transform this sad world – Mal 4:2. In that day ‘the wise shall shine as the brightness of the 

firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars for ever and ever’ – Dan 12:3. Israel will yet 

reign under her Messiah over the nations as depicted in Rev 12:1 with the imagery of the sun, moon and stars.  

#Testimony. The heavens are testimony to God’s glory – Psa 19:1-6. Paul wrote to the Philippians: ‘Do all 

things without murmurings and disputings: That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without 

rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights [like luminaries, stars] in 

the world; Holding forth the word of life’ – Php 2:14-16. 

#Knowledge. God who made the stars knows their number and names – Isa 40:26-27; Psa 147:1-6. Thus 

cares for the discouraged and broken hearted of His people having intimate knowledge of their situation.  

 

Dimensions of Created Order 

Earth is the fifth largest of the nine planets orbiting the sun and the third nearest to it after Mercury and 

Venus. Earth ‘has a diameter of about 8,000 miles (more accurately. 7926.5 miles at the equator and 7,900 

miles through the north and south poles) and a circumference of nearly 25,000 miles. Its total surface area 

is about 197 million square miles, of which about two thirds is water. Once every twenty-four hours it spins 

on its north-south axis, which is tilted at 23.45° and once every year, travelling at about 66,500miles an 

hour, it orbits the Sun 93 million miles away’ (Does God Believe in Atheists, John Blanchard  p 242 © 

Evangelical Press 2000).   

 
The moon is an average distance of 238,712 miles from the earth. While the sun radiates light, the moon 

merely reflects it. ‘The moon is approximately one quarter the size of the earth’ with a dimeter of 2,160 

miles. ‘In terms of actual mass, the earth is 81 times more massive than the moon … The moon rotates 

once on its axis during the very same time that it orbits the earth, 29½ days … As a result we always see 

the same side of the moon’ (Our Created Moon, Don DeYoung + John Whitcomb p 11, 12. © by 2003, 

2010 by Don DeYoung + John Whitcomb. Master Books).  
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The sun is so big that if it were hollow 1.3 million earths would be required to fill it. The sun has ‘a diameter 

of 864,400 miles and volume over one million times that of earth … The visible surface of the sun has a 

temperature of 6,000 degrees Celsius rising to at least fourteen million degrees Celsius at the core. As its 

hydrogen is converted into helium, the energy released keeps the sun ‘shining’. With about one billionth of 

this energy reaching Earth. The sun loses four million tons of mass every second, yet such is its 

stupendous size that it still has sufficient fuel to last another 5,000 million years. These statistics are mind-

boggling, yet it is no more than an average sized star in the ‘suburbs’ of the Milky Way, a gigantic disc-

shaped galaxy which  stretches some 621,000 million, million miles across. This single galaxy contains 

about 100,000 million stars, the nearest of which, the so-called Andromeda spiral galaxy, are about twenty-

four million million million miles away … That takes care of our galaxy – but there are others. The nearest 

of these are the twin accumulations of stars known as the Magellanic Clouds, yet even these are so far 

away that we need to make their distance a little more manageable from switching from miles to light years. 

Light travels at just over 186,282 miles per second or about. 5,878,000 million miles per year. At this 

speed we could reach the sun in just eight minutes, but to reach the Magellanic Clouds, the nearest cloud 

clusters associated with our galaxy, would take 170,000 years, and they are therefore said to be 170,000 

light years away’ (Does God Believe in Atheists John Blanchard p 244-245. © Evangelical Press 2000).  

‘The observable universe is so huge – 46 billion light years radius – that it is estimated to contain about 

1022  stars. This number is so vast that even using a computer that could count a trillion of these every 

second, it would take over 300 years to count this high. It’s notable that the Bible says that it is impossible 

for any man to count the stars’ (The Genesis Account A theological, historical, and scientific commentary 

on Genesis 1-11, Jonathan D. Sarfati PH.D., F.M. p 207. 2015 © by Creation Ministries International (US) 

Creation.com).  

 

           Though man may try to go beyond the reef of space.             
           To crawl beyond the distant glimm'ring stars 
           This world's a room so small within my Master's house 
           The open sky but a portion of his yard. 
            
            How big is God! How big and wide His vast domain! 
            To try to tell these lips can only start  
            He's big enough to rule the mighty universe 
            Yet small enough to live within my heart.         
                                                   Stuart Hamblen (1908-1989) 
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‘AND GOD SAID …’ GEN 1:3-2:3 – A FOCUS ON THE CREATION Cont.  

 

OUTLINE & COMMENTS ON GENESIS 1 V 20 – 2 V 3 

→Days 5-6 The Creation of Animate Life (Gen 1:20-31) 

    ↘The Creation of Marine & Bird Life vs 20-23 

        >The ‘Creations’ of God – Gen 1:1, 21, 27 – Ascending Creation: a physical universe, living creatures 

and finally human life – [Note the Hebrew word nepesh refers to the – ‘living [creatures]’ in v 20, 21, 24, 30; 

2:19; and to man a ‘[living] soul’ 2:7.. Obviously man as a living soul is of a higher created order having eternal 

existence because on him alone God placed His image].  

        >The Abundance of Kinds  

‘Then God said, “Let the waters teem with swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth in the 

open expanse of the heavens’ (NASB®). 

       >The Blessing for Fruitfulness – ‘bless = bestow power for success, prosperity, fertility.’ 

#Whales – Hebrew word is tan-nin the root of which means ‘to stretch oneself out.’ Referring to large, ‘great’ 

marine creatures including whales. Variously translated in the KJV: ‘Whale’ in Gen 1:21; Job 7:12; serpent or 

dragon meaning a serpent in Exo 7:9, 10, 12; Deut 32:33; Psa 91:13; dragon(s) as in a sea creature(s) in Psa 

74:13; 148:7; dragon, as in a crocodile perhaps, representing a human monarch in Isa 27:1; 51:9; Jer 51:34; 

Ezek 29:3; 32:2.   

‘So God created the great sea creatures and every living creature that moves, with which the waters swarm, 

according to their kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind’ (ESV). 

‘Blue whale, (Balaenoptera musculus), also called sulfur-bottom whale, the most massive animal ever to have 

lived, a species of baleen whale that weighs approximately 150 tons and may attain a length of more than 30 

metres (98 feet). The largest accurately measured blue whale was a 29.5-metre female that weighed 180 

metric tons (nearly 200 short [U.S.] tons), but there are reports of 33-metre catches that may have reached 200 

metric tons. The heart of one blue whale was recorded at nearly 700 kg (about 1,500 pounds)’ (Blue Whale, 

Encyclopædia Britannica). 

 

    ↘The Creation of Land Animals vs 24-25 

        >Cattle  

‘A kind of animal that lives on land from the size of a hare up to the size of an ox or horse or perhaps larger; 

often domesticated animals such as livestock’ (Logos, Bible Sense Lexicon). Also, sometimes non-

domesticated animals as in beasts, of the earth or the field – Gen 6:7; Deut 28:26; 1 Sam 17:44.    

        >Creeping thing – Small animals, including reptiles that move along land by creeping and all manner 

creeping things like insects and worms.   

        >Beast of the Earth – ‘Untamed living things.’ Larger land animals of all kinds, freely roving ‘wild’ animals 
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– Job 40:20; Psa 50:10. .   

#Bring forth at v 11 means ‘to sprout’, at v 20 ‘to swarm’ and at v 24 ‘to come forth’ or ‘out of.’ 

The Wonder of Creation 

 “Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD of hosts: the whole earth is full of His glory” – Isa 6:3.  

#Its Beauty – Creation reflects the glory of the Creator. Think 

of  array of colours that decorate the world. From the beauty 

of the lilies – Matt 6:28-29 to the snowcapped mountains; 

from the beauty of the birds to the splendour of a clear blue 

sky – Psa 19:4-6.  

#Its Variety – God created a vast variety of so many kinds in 

plant and animal life and yet it seems no two blades of grass, 

grains of sand, leaves or snowflakes are the same! We share 

a common humanity, yet each individual is unique. 

#Its Complexity – Regarding understanding the nature of 

life, it wasn’t until 1953 that scientists James Watson and 

Francis Crick discovered and explained the structure of DNA 

(Deoxyribonucleic acid) the molecule foundational to life. 

They found in their discovery that DNA stores information 

using ‘a four character chemical alphabet’ stored and 

transmitted in the strings of nucleotide bases to build proteins 

in the cell. As Francis Crick showed in his ‘sequence 

hypothesis’  the chemicals – nucleotide bases in DNA 

function like letters in a written alphabet or symbols in a 

computer code communicating essential information in 

different sequences for building proteins – the stuff life is 

made of! How true are the words of the Psalmist: “I will praise 

thee; for I am fearfully and wonderfully made: marvellous are 

thy works; and that my soul knoweth right well” – Psa 139:14 

(See The Signature in the Cell – DNA and the Evidence for 

Intelligent Design by Stephen Meyer. © 2009 by Stephen C. 

Meyer).  

 

    ↘The Creation of Man – the Image Bearer of God vs 26-

31 

        >The Distinction of Man – ˒adam: 

This noun is related to the verb ˒adom, “to be red,” and therefore probably relates to the original 

ruddiness of human skin. The noun connotes “man” as the creature created in God’s image, the 

crown of all creation. In its first appearance ˒adam is used for mankind, or generic man: “And God 

said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness …” (Gen. 1:26). In Gen. 2:7 the word refers 

to the first “man,” Adam: “And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into 

his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul.” (Vine’s Complete Expository Dictionary 

of Old and New Testament Words, © 1984, 1996, Thomas Nelson, Inc. Nashville, TN).  

All things bright and beautiful, 
All creatures great and small, 
All things wise and wonderful, 
The Lord God made them all. 
 
Each little flower that opens, 
Each little bird that sings, 
He made their glowing colours, 
He made their tiny wings. 
 
The purple headed mountain, 
The river running by, 
The sunset and the morning, 
That brightens up the sky;− 
 
The cold wind in the winter, 
The pleasant summer sun, 
The ripe fruits in the garden,− 
He made them every one: 
 
The tall trees in the greenwood, 
The meadows where we play, 
The rushes by the water, 
We gather every day;− 
 
He gave us eyes to see them, 
And lips that we might tell, 
How great is God Almighty, 
Who has made all things well. 
     Cecil Frances Alexander (1818-1895) 
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Made in God’s Image  

‘In the account of creation, it is affirmed that man was in some respect a shadow or manifestation of God. 

Here are two ideas, arresting thought, and not to be forgotten in the subsequent discussion. First, man is 

but a faint representation, a shadow merely; and secondly, the very dignity of his being lies in the fact that 

he is even so much as that. Perhaps the simplest exposition of the thought would be gained by a 

contemplation of the shadow of a man cast upon some white background, by the shining of a great light. 

What the shadow would be to the man, the man would be to God. Like and unlike, suggesting an idea, but 

by no means explaining the mystery, impossible apart from the substance, and yet infinitely less in essence 

than the substance. Man no more perfectly expresses all the facts concerning God, than does the shadow 

those concerning man. Nevertheless the shadow is the image of the man, and indicates truth concerning 

him. 

This expression never occurs in the Old Testament after the account of creation save when in the ninth 

chapter of the book of Genesis, man is safeguarded from murder, the reason given being that no man has 

a right to destroy that which was made in the Divine image. By the act of sin, the image and likeness of God 

in man was not destroyed but defaced, and in all the history, contained in Old Testament Scripture, is seen 

a degraded ideal … 

In what sense was man created in the image of God? The answer to the enquiry may be found by 

suggesting another question. What is man essentially, for it is in his essential nature that he is in the image 

of God? Man essentially is spirit, his present body being his probational dwelling place, that through which 

he receives impressions, and that through which he expresses the fact of his own being … 

Within the spiritual fact of man’s being there are three constituents. These have been variously described. 

Perhaps at once the simplest and most lucid analysis is that of Kant. He speaks of intelligence, emotion, 

and will. It is in the possession of these things that man is in the image of God. God is a Spirit, having 

intelligence, having emotion, having will. Man is in the shadow of God. He also is a spirit having 

intelligence, having emotion, having will … 

Man, as originally created, was not only in the image of God. He was also made to live in union with God, 

so that all his limitation might find its complement in the unlimited life of the Eternal. It is a great mistake to  

think of man as made, and then put into some position, where he might rise or fall, according to the 

capacity of his own personality. It is rather to be remembered that he was created in the image of God, and 

then put in the probationary position through which he was to pass unharmed to some larger form of 

existence, if his life were lived in union with the God who had created him. If, however he chose a separate 

existence, and cut himself off from union, in that act, he would encompass his own ruin, he would fall. 

This intended life of union with God may be described in two ways, as personal fellowship, which is 

holiness of character; and as co-operative activity, which is righteousness of conduct. For a full 

understanding of what this meant, it is useless to tarry in the Garden of Eden. There, in the account of 

creation, a faint suggestion is given of the Divine intention. It is necessary, however, to come to the last 

Adam, the Man Jesus, for a full appreciation of this Divine intention. In Him unbroken fellowship with the 

Father manifested itself in holiness of character, and unceasing co-operation with God expressed itself in 

absolute righteousness of conduct.’  

The Crises of the Christ, G Campbell Morgan (Pickering & Inglis).   
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            →Human Distinction – Made in the image, after God’s likeness; the Representation and Reflection 

of God, made according to the nature of God Himself.  

#The use of likeness – Gen 5:1, 3; 2 Kgs 16:10 ‘fashion’; 2 Chron 4:3 ‘similitude.’ Man was fashioned after the 
God who made Him. Being made in the image of God did not mean that man was God or a god, rather the 
nature of God was the pattern of man’s Creation. Man then was the human reproduction of the divine, like God, 
yet distinct from Him. ‘After our likeness’ qualifies ‘make man in our Image.’ Images of deities, which Israel 
were to destroy and never to have, were equated with the god by their worshippers. In other words it was the 
tangible expression of the deity, to its worshippers it was the god – Exo 20:3-6; Num 33:52; Deut 7:25.  
 
           →Gender Distinction  
#Male and female states the fact of what or who God created whereas in chapter 2 we see the how and why of 
God’s design in complementarianism. Here we are to understand that the distinction in the sexes is Creational, 
Biological, Foundational as well as unchangeable. 
 
        >The Dignity of Man  
           →His Unique Status vs 26, 28 
           →His Superior Intelligence Gen 2:19-20  
           →His Moral Capacity Gen 2:16-17  
           →His Human Sanctity Gen 9:6  
        >The Dominion of Man 
           →His Representative Role – His Authority under God and over Creation 
           →His Responsible Position – As God’s Vice-regent accountable to God  
 
#God at the beginning put the rule and the care of Creation in the hands of man. That man failed. Man’s role 
now in government on earth has to do with the ordering of society in a fallen world Cp Rom 13:1-7. God’s 
ultimate ruler is coming, our Lord Jesus, the Last Adam, who will restore Creation and universally rule in 
righteousness – Psa 2:1-12; Isa 2:1-5; Isa 11:1-9; 1 Cor 15:24-28; Rev 20:4, 6.  
 
→Day 7 The Completion of the Creation Week (Gen 2:1-3) 
    ↘Completion – The Work Finished v 1 

    ↘Cessation – The Rest Enjoyed v 2 

    ↘Sanctification – The Seventh Day Blessed v 3 
 
Some Things to Consider concerning God’s Rest on the Seventh Day  
#No mention of evening or morning on the seventh day – God’s rest was to continue.  

#The seventh day of rest was as much about enjoying Creation, God’s finished work, as it was about ceasing 

from activity.  

#Every seventh day of each week reminds us that God is Creator. 

#Sin forfeited man’s enjoyment of God’s rest which could only be restored by Redemption to which end God 

began to work after the fall – Gen 3:21; Jn 5:17, 36. 

#God‘s Creation rest forms the basis of the Lord’s fourth commandment to His redeemed people Israel – Exo 

20:8-11; 31:12-17.  

#Israel were to be a Healthy and Holy People in covenant relationship with the LORD their Redeemer who is 

the Creator – the Sabbath acknowledged this fact; it was an acknowledgement of the LORDSHIP of the Creator 

over His Creation.  

#The Sabbath rest was a recognition that the LORD redeemed Israel from the bondage and slavery of Egypt 

where they knew no relief – Deut 5:15.  

#The fourth Commandment rightly was given and belongs to God’s ‘earthly’ people, Israel. Sadly they broke 
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and abused it – Ezek 20:12, 13, 16; Jn 5:10, 16; Matt 12:1-8. The Lord Jesus reminded the Jews that the 

Sabbath was made for man not the other way around – Mark 2:27.  

#The moral teachings of the other nine commandments absolutely stand as NT revelation shows – Rom 13:8-

10; 1 Cor 10:14; Eph 6:1-3; 1 Jn 5:21, but there is no obligation on believers in the church age to keep the 

Sabbath.  

#Believers in the Church age have entered God’s spiritual rest by Redemption through faith and look forward to 

its ultimate realization in the fullness of their eternal destiny with God – Heb 4:1-11. 

#The Sabbath will again be kept by Israel in the millennial kingdom – Isa 66:23; Jer 31:31-37; Ezek 44:24; 

45:17; 46:1; 3, 4, 12.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



22 

 

‘THE GENERATIONS OF THE HEAVENS AND THE EARTH …’ GEN 2:4-25 – A FOCUS ON HISTORY  

 

OUTLINE & COMMENTS ON GENESIS 2 VS 4-17 

 

→The Privilege of Paradise – ‘A garden eastward in Eden’ (Gen 2:4-14) 

    ↘An Introduction v 4 – Genesis 2:4: ‘These are the generations of the heavens and of the earth’ moves the 

narrative forward and introduces the further account of man’s creation. The detail of chapter 2 corresponds to 

the creative work of God on day six. In it we are given a closer look at how the creation of man and woman 

unfolded. Chronologically, the seventh day fits between Genesis 2 and 3.  

    ↘An Explanation vs 5-6 – Plant of the field, the word plant is siah – found only in Gen 2:5; 21:15; Job 30: 4, 

7 while herb is the same word as Gen 1:11, 12, 29, 30; 2:5; 3:18; 9:3 etc.  

The NET translates vs 4-7 as follows:  

This is the account of the heavens and the earth when they were created—when the LORD God 
made the earth and heavens.  
Now no shrub of the field had yet grown on the earth, and no plant of the field had yet sprouted, for 
the LORD God had not caused it to rain on the earth, and there was no man to cultivate the ground. 
Springs would well up from the earth and water the whole surface of the ground.  

#Different explanations of vs 5-6 

1. These verses, it is suggested, are describing the creation before the fall and therefore the reference to plants 

of the field and herbs of the field along with the mention of rain and a man to till the ground are explaining the 

condition of Creation in their absence. Does this means the herb here is different than what is mentioned in 

chapter 1 vs 11 & 12? The Herb of the field, writes Hebrew scholar Moshe David Cassuto, ‘comprises wheat 

and barley and the other kinds of grain from which bread is made; and it is obvious that the fields of wheat and 

barley and the like did not exist in the world until man began to till the ground. In the areas, however, that were 

not tilled, the earth brought forth of its own accord, as a punishment to man, thorns and thistles –that  ַיח  siah שִׂ

of the field that we see growing profusely to this day in the land of Israel after the rains’ (Commentary on the 

Book of Genesis Part 1, Adam to Noah, U Cassuto p 102. © The Magnes Press). This interpretation means that 

the point of reference for what is described in these verses is the fall and its effects. Therefore, plant refers to 

thorns and thistles while herb means grain that comes from cultivation. 

2. An alternative interpretation would be what Derek Kidner offers. He suggests that vs 5 & 6 explain or parallel 

Gen 1:2. ‘The fact that rain is still unknown is therefore no sign of drought, but of the state of saturation that 

preceded the dividing of the waters on the second day of Genesis 1.’ Thus vs 5 & 6 expand on v 4b and inform 

the reader what the earth was like before God made the firmament and gathered the waters into one place. It 

had no vegetation, there was no rain and obviously there was no man to work the ground, and water flooded 

the earth. Kidner paraphrases these verses as follows: 

When God made the earth and sky these were not initially at all as we know them now. Not even the 

wild growth existed on earth, still less the cultivated crops. Even the familiar heaven with its clouds 

and rainfall was not yet in evidence. On the contrary, the whole earth was inundated by waters that 

welled up again and again from within it (Tyndale Bulletin 1966 ‘Gen 2:5, 6: Wet or Dry?’ Derek 

Kidner pp 112, 113. © 1966 D. Kidner). 



23 

 

It’s hard to conceive that the subterranean streams watering the earth relate to the deep or waters covering 

earth in Genesis 1: 2. Indeed, the river from Eden that watered (same word as v 6) the garden hardly flooded or 

submerged it in water?   

3. Wesley Ferguson explains as follows::  
 

Before man's creation is recorded, the description of earth's vegetation and the watering of the soil 
makes it clear that this is a temporary condition set up by God for this early period of earth's history. 
The "plants" and "herbs" of the field include shrubs and such growing things as grain. The 
development of these items seems to be delayed until rain and human cultivators are available. 
(Genesis, What the Bible teaches, Wesley Ferguson p 32 © 2010 John Ritchie Ltd).  
 

It may be then that vs 5-6 refer not to what was absent before the fall, but to what is absent before man was 

created and placed in the Garden to cultivate it. ‘Till’ in v 5 and ‘dress’ in v 15 are the same word. It also is used 

in Genesis 3:23; 4:2, 12. In the perfect Creation man was to cultivate the Garden. After the fall and outside of 

the Garden, the curse of God upon the ground made cultivation all the more difficult. Man would still eat the 

herb, but it would be affected by other growth, namely thorns and thistles. So, if the focus is upon man’s work 

as assigned by God, then perhaps both references in v 5 to the plant and herb of the field refer to what is 

produced by human cultivation with chapter 3:23 reflecting the reality of man having to cultivate a cursed earth 

after the fall. The mist in v 6, as opposed to rain, is simply saying this is how the ground received its necessary 

moisture at this point. It is often assumed that it did not rain on earth before the flood because of this statement 

and because rain is not mentioned again until Gen 7:4. There is however, a vast difference in rain watering the 

earth as in v 6 and the deluge of rain described in Genesis 7:4; 11-12.    

4. Another suggestion is that Genesis 2:5-6 refer not to the whole earth, but to the Garden of Eden in particular 

before what is described in vs 8-10. Ronald B. Allen writes: ‘It is possible also, however, that Genesis 2:5-6 

refers only to the land where Eden was, which was watered by the rivers (not "mist," ʾēd, q.v.). This view would 

find the reconciliation of Genesis 1 and Genesis 2 in the thought that they describe different items of God's 

creative activity—the world at large in Genesis 1, Eden alone in Genesis 2:4 ff’ (Theological Wordbook of the 

Old Testament © 1980 by The Moody Bible Institute of Chicago. Database © 2007 WORDsearch Corp). 

#Lord God – Again, as previously considered, Israel’s LORD is Creator. The LORD who intervenes in history, 
first initiated it and is involved in it.  
#H. C. Leupold points out in his commentary that the count of the divine names in Gen 1:1-4:26 amount to 
seventy with the two sections having thirty five each. In Gen 1:1-2:3 God, Elohim is found thirty five times, ten 
of which are in the expression, ‘And God said,’ while in Gen 2:4-4:26 God, Elohim is found five times alone with 
LORD, Jehovah ten times alone and LORD God twenty times (Exposition of Genesis, H.C. Leupold, D.D, p 
106, Baker Book House © 1942 the Wartburg Press).  
     Whatever may be concluded from these statistics it indicates there is a symmetry as to how God is identified 
in the two sections of Genesis 1-4. Moreover, the divine names carry a particular revelation of God. He is 
identified as God, LORD God and LORD in that order for a specific reason relevant to the context in which He 
speaks and acts. 
 

    ↘A Man Created v 7 

        >Formed by God from the Soil of Earth  

        >Animated by God as a Living Soul 

        >Placed by God in the Garden of Eden vs 8, 15  

    ↘A Garden Planted vs 8-14 Cp Gen 13:10; Isa 51:3; Ezek 28:13; 36:35; Joel 2:3 

#The Garden was a specific place planted by the LORD God, a Garden with trees. In it He put man to serve (v 
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15), obey (vs 16-17), and exercise his authority under His Creator (vs 19-20), and it was there the LORD gave 

him his wife (2:21-22). The idea of the Garden of Eden as a ‘paradise’ comes from the Greek word which 

translates the Hebrew word for garden as ‘paradise,’ the same word found in Luke 23:43; 2 Cor 12:4 and Rev 

2:7. The word is of Persian origin. In Gen 3:23 the LXX (Greek Translation of OT) reading translates to 

‘paradise of delight’ for ‘garden of Eden.’ Eden is suggested to mean ‘delightful’ and so the idea of the meaning 

rather than the name has been translated. No doubt the Garden of Eden was beautiful, perfect and delightful, 

but man was put in it to work and serve God, not lounge around! Moreover, it was where God and man would 

enjoy fellowship; where God’s presence was known and the fullness and purity of life enjoyed. These man lost 

by disobedience and because of sin God drove man out of the Garden placing Cherubim to guard the way to 

the tree of life with a flaming sword – Gen 3:23-24. Man lost ‘paradise’ as well as the access to and the 

experience of the intimate presence of God. The way to God must now answer to the flaming sword. Eventually 

the LORD instructed Moses to make a Tabernacle facing east when erected with a ‘flaming’ altar and 

representing features of the Garden of Eden, particularly those described after man’s exile – Gen 3:22-24. 

Constructed from shittim wood, its golden lampstand was made like a blossoming almond tree which some 

suggest represents the tree of life. Also, the cherubim were represented on the mercy seat, the veil and 

curtains. Then later in Solomon’s Temple ‘garden like features’ are apparent; we’re told that ‘the inside of the 

temple was all cedar and was adorned with carvings of round ornaments and of flowers in bloom’ and ‘on all 

the walls around the temple, inside and out, he carved cherubs, palm trees, and flowers in bloom’ – 1 Kgs 6:18, 

29 (NET) and on ‘the pillars, there were two rows of pomegranate-shaped ornaments around the latticework 

covering the top of each pillar’ while ‘the tops of the two pillars in the porch were shaped like lilies’ – 1 Kgs 

7:18-19 (NET). Then in Ezekiel’s Temple the river of life flows from the threshold of the temple – Ezek 47:1-12 

and in the New Jerusalem there is ‘a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of 

God and of the Lamb’ with the tree of life on either side of it and ‘there shall be no more curse: but the throne of 

God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall serve him: and they shall see his face; and his name 

shall be in their foreheads’ – Rev 22:1-4. While we don’t read that God ‘dwelt’ in the Garden of Eden, clearly 

God’s creative purpose was to dwell with man and man with Him in surroundings of beauty. Therefore, God’s 

pleasure in the Garden and His purpose for and with man in original Creation were ever before Him as He 

came to dwell among His people on earth. Ultimately, His purpose will be realized in that new and perfect 

Creation which is yet to be – Rev 21:1-5.  

            >The Location and its Significance – East, Sunrise representing light and life. Divine blessing and 

Manifestation – Cp Ex 28:13, 14; Ezek 43:1-4; Zech 14:4; Mal 4:2; Matt 24:27; Rev 7:2. 

            >The Trees and their Importance – They Represent Divine Qualities and Divine Gifts.  

              →The Tree of Life – No prohibition recorded before the fall, but after sin, exclusion from it by 

expulsion from the garden – Gen 3:22-24 Cp Rev 2:7; 22:1-2.  

              →The Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil - A ‘merism’ – meaning to know ‘all moral knowledge.’             

            >The River and its Blessing – Cp Psa 46:4; Ezek 47:1-9; Rev 22:1-2 

               →The Necessity of Water – a dependant Creation    →The Refreshment for the Garden 

               →The Provision of Water – a faithful Creator             →The Fruitfulness of the Garden 

               →The Distribution of Water – a multiplied blessing    →The Blessing from the Garden   

 

→The Limits of Liberty – ‘The tree of the knowledge of good and evil’ (Gen 2:15-17) 

      ↘Vocational Responsibility in the Garden v 15  

      ↘Moral Responsibility in the Garden vs 16-17  

         >Man’s Freedom 

           →Freedom Granted – as the gift of God 

           →Freedom Limited – by the law of God  

           →Freedom Tested – in the Wisdom of God 
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#Freedom must be governed by law, and law must be based on truth, and truth must be defined by ultimate 

reality – God.  As Os Guinness says in defining freedom: ‘Freedom is not the permission to do what you want, 

but the power to do what you ought.’ Moreover he warns that ‘the central paradox of freedom’ is that ‘the 

greatest enemy of freedom is freedom’ for ‘freedom commonly fails when it runs to excess and breeds 

permissiveness and license. This is behind the iron link between anarchy and tyranny.’ (Last Call for Liberty, Os 

Guinness, IVP Books © 2018 by Os Guinness).  

        >God’s Prohibition vs 16-17  

           →Its Reason  

#Absolute and complete moral knowledge belongs to, and is possessed by God alone. He not only knows as 

God, but it is He alone who decides, determines the categories of good and evil. Hence it is He who gave the 

tree its name and therefore its significance. Man did not and could not possess absolute ethical knowledge (or 

indeed any knowledge) without or apart from God. As Campbell Morgan says: ‘He was also made to live in 

union with God, so that all his limitation might find its complement in the unlimited life of the Eternal.’ Man ever 

only knows relatively and partially. Job learnt this – Job 38:4. When men abandon divine revelation they leave 

the true source of knowledge as history sadly and brutally testifies.     

#Obviously Adam could eat the fruit, but such knowledge could only be gained experimentally and partially, and 

because of the divine prohibition, as the story shows, detrimentally.  

#Why in a perfect world was evil mentioned and even relevant? Though ‘like’ God, created beings unlike Him 

had the potential for evil as well as good. One created being had already attempted to be Godlike in position 

and knowledge. In his fall he became forever and irredeemably evil ever fighting against and seeking to destroy 

what is good. Soon the man and woman would meet him.  

           →Its Test – for Obedience – Submission to the Authority of God; Trust in the Goodness of God.  

#Freedom is the power to knowingly choose and God gave to man the ability and opportunity of choice: 

Obedience with its blessing. Disobedience with its consequences. However, God was absolutely transparent; 

He warned of the consequences. Satan was absolutely deceptive; he lied about the consequences.    

                ↘Final Authority – the Word of God  

                     >God’s Moral Authority as Creator – He determines right and wrong   

                     >God’s Legal Authority as Creator – He establishes law and justice 

                     >God’s Sovereign Authority as Creator – He governs righteously and truthfully 

                ↘Ultimate Accountability – the Obedience of Man 

                    >The Blessing of Obedience  

                    >The Consequences of Disobedience 

       >Satan’s Temptation Gen 3:1-5 – was the possibility of independence from God by becoming like God or 

gods. To be governed by self instead of God – The desire for knowledge apart from God and lure of power 

independent of God has ever been the downfall of man. The ‘poisonous deception’ in the temptation was that it 

was a lie told by the ‘father of lies’ – Jn 8:44. The worst thing about lies is the truth they contain. Adam and Eve 

did now have knowledge exclusive to divine persons – Gen 3:22, but only in a limited human way and in a 

fallen state. They now knew good and evil, not absolutely or sovereignly, but experimentally and detrimentally.  

#The Truth, Authority and Power of the Word of God was realized in human experience – it still is – Gen 3:6-24.  

#Satan’s questioning undermined the credibility of God’s word and his contradiction denied its validity. So 

continues the story of Satan and man in rebellion against God to this very day – Gen 3:1-5. 
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‘THE GENERATIONS OF THE HEAVENS AND THE EARTH …’ GEN 2:4-25 – A FOCUS ON HISTORY 

Cont. 

 

OUTLINE & COMMENTS ON GENESIS 2 VS 18-25 

→The Institution of Marriage – ‘Made He a woman and brought her unto man’ (Gen 2:18-25) 

    ↘The Foundation of Family and Society  

        >The Need for Marriage vs 18-22 

           →The Need Stated v 18 

                ↘Not Good – the Divine Purpose to be Fulfilled – Gen 1:28    

                ↘A Help Meet – the Human Helper to be Made vs 18, 20 

                  “I will make a companion for him who corresponds to him.” (NET) 

                  “I will make him a helper suitable for him.” (NASB®) 

                  “I will make him a helper comparable to him.” (NKJV)  

           →The Need Demonstrated vs 19-20 

               ↘The Authority of Adam – in Naming the Animals  

               ↘The Aloneness of Adam – in Missing a Helper  

           →The Need Provided vs 21-23 Cp 1 Cor 11:7-12 

               ↘A Deep Sleep Caused v 21a – Cp Gen 15:12  

               ↘A Rib Removed v 21b 

               ↘A Woman Fashioned v 22a 

               ↘A Wife Given v 22b   

               ↘A Unity Realized v 23 

‘He took part of the man’s side and closed up the place with flesh’ v 21 (NET).  

‘And Jehovah Elohim built the rib that he had taken from Man into a woman; and brought her to Man’ v 22 

(Darby Bible). 

#Observe the use of the word ˒ish – man at Gen 2:23 & 24 instead of ˒adam. This word is found some 2183 

times in the OT. Among its nuances it signifies, as here, man as distinguished by maleness in contrast to 

woman who is distinguished by her femaleness. Also, in contexts of marriage it indicates a ‘husband’ in 

contrast to a woman or wife as in Gen 2:24, 25; 3:6 & 16. The word translated wife in Gen 2:24 & 25 is the 

same as woman in vs 22 & 23. This word ˒ishshah, found some 781 times in OT, generally refers to either 

woman or wife, either singular or plural and is so translated in the KJV with about 26 exceptions. In vs 22 & 23, 

as already indicted, the stress is first upon woman in her female identification in contrast to the man out of 

whom she came and this is followed by the stress upon her role as a wife in vs 24 & 25.   

       >The Nature of Marriage vs 24-25  

          →The Purpose of Marriage – Lifelong Companionship 

          →The Commitment of Marriage – Lifelong Faithfulness 

          →The Union of Marriage – Lifelong Intimacy  

          →The Function of Marriage – Lifelong Relationships  

              ↘Husband and Wife 

              ↘Parents and Children  

          →The Dignity of Marriage – Lifelong Purity v 25  

    ↘The Representation of Christ and His Church (Eph 5:22-33) 

 

#The ultimate union of Christ and His Church is patterned after the first union. Just as God ‘built’ a woman and 
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presented her to Adam so the Church is being ‘built’ (Matt 16:18) and will soon be presented to Christ, ‘the last 

Adam’ as ‘a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing’ – Eph 5:27.  

#Marriage is therefore a God ordained and sacred union between one man and one woman. Satan has ever 

sought to destroy, diminish and corrupt this divine institution.  

#The sacredness and significance of marriage demands that it cannot be, should not be and must not be 

redefined to include anything other than the union of one male and one female. To do so is an act of wilful 

defiance against God, our Creator. Westminster Parliament United Kingdom redefined it in 2013 and other 

parliaments and courts around the world have done the same. But in reality you cannot redefine marriage. Any 

attempt to do so is in name only and has no validity before God. He designed and made male and female 

uniquely and distinctly for each other. Procreation within the stability of marriage is the bedrock of civilization.  

#The Lord Jesus reaffirmed in the face of hostile questioning about divorce the divine design of marriage – Matt 

19:1-12; Mark 10:1-12.   
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Appendix 1 God and Creation  

Biblical Revelation and Human Speculation  

There are, broadly speaking two basic views on origins. One is theistic while the other is naturalistic. For the 

believer though, there can really only be two main categories when it comes to the doctrine of Creation. The 

first is belief based upon Biblical Revelation while the second is unbelief based upon Human Speculation. 

Unbelief not only rejects the truth, it replaces it with falsehood. This is clear from what Paul writes in Romans 

1:18-25.  

Belief based upon biblical revelation is by definition theistic – the belief that there is one infinite sovereign God 

and Creator who made and sustains the universe. The English word theistic or theism comes from the Greek 

word for God, Theos. It is also used with reference to the gods of pagan belief as in Acts 14:11, but as Paul 

makes clear in 1 Cor 8:4-6, such gods, though believed in, do not exist: ‘As concerning therefore the eating of 

those things that are offered in sacrifice unto idols, we know that an idol is nothing in the world, and that there is 

none other God but one. For though there be that are called gods, whether in heaven or in earth, (as there be 

gods many, and lords many,) but to us there is but one God, the Father, of whom are all things, and we in Him; 

and one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we by Him.’ Also, the name of God, Elohim which we 

first meet in Genesis 1:1 is also used to identify the false deities of pagans, but as the first commandment says: 

“I am the LORD thy God, which have brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. Thou 

shalt have no other gods before Me” – Exo 20:2-3; not only are they false and non-existent, the name and 

worship of the LORD must in no way be associated with them as the second commandment goes on to 

emphasize. So while theism may have a secondary definition defined as belief in a god or gods, biblically it is 

belief in the one true God.  

That said, it is important to remember that in addition to Christianity there are two other major theistic or 

monotheistic religions – Judaism and Islam. Judaism evidently gave to us the OT scriptures and Jews, as do 

Muslims, believe that God created everything as Genesis 1 & 2 reveals, but what each understand about the 

nature of God, whom they claim to worship, is definitively different from Christianity. Both unbelieving Jews in 

the time of Christ and modern Judaism hold to a unitarian view of God as does Islam. Both religions deny the 

truth of the trinity i.e. one God existing in the plurality of three persons, whereas Christianity absolutely affirms a 

triune God of three persons in one Godhead as indicated in the OT and fully revealed in the New 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Worldviews that emanate from human speculation born out of unbelief and rejection of the one true God are 

called by Lewis Sperry Chafer, antitheistic theories. These include polytheism, pantheism, panentheism, deism, 

materialism, evolutionism to name some. Mr Chafer’s use of the term antitheistic is in the sense of ideas that 

oppose, are against belief in the one true God. Antitheism today though is defined not only as disbelief in God 

or gods, it goes further holding that belief in God is harmful to society and must be countered; thus it is more 

than just atheism. 

It’s not the purpose here to define each of these theories, only to highlight a few relevant points. Polytheism – 

Greek poly ‘many,’ theos ‘god’ is the belief in a multiplicity of gods which was what characterised the ancient 

world of Israel. Hence the first significance of Genesis 1 & 2 in the Pentateuch was to establish that Israel’s 

LORD is the Creator and only Elohim. He alone is to be worshipped as the first two of the Ten Commandments 

state – Exo 20:3-6. Pantheism – Greek pan ‘all,’ theos ‘god,’ is the belief of the majority of Hindus, many 

Buddhists, and other New Age religions. It falsely believes all is god, that the material universe or nature is god; 

they are one reality. An associated belief called panentheism which adds Greek en ‘in’ says that the world is 

part of God, but that God is more than the world. Deism believes that God made the universe and wound it up 
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like a clock to run on its own without divine intervention. To the deist God is not known by revelation, but 

reason. Religious knowledge comes from within or is understood by reason. Thomas Paine (1737-1809) wrote 

in his antichristian Theological Works ‘that the only true religion is deism’ (Age of Reason p 138) while Thomas 

Jefferson (1743-1826), the third President of the United States of America is considered to have been a 

‘conservative deist,’ though he insisted on calling himself a Christian.  

Materialism and evolutionism are forms of naturalism, which claims that nature is all that exists, Both of these 

theories are necessarily atheistic though not exclusively. It’s worth pointing out that atheism by definition rejects 

belief in God or gods. However, though atheists and indeed antitheists (think Richard Dawkins or Sam Harris) 

generally consider themselves intellectually superior and particularly spurn the idea of faith, it is important to 

understand that they are systems of unbelief not ‘non-belief.’ There is a difference. Certainly they have rejected 

faith in the Biblical or any religious sense, but it is evident that those who identify as such absolutely ‘believe’ 

things about the universe and life just as unprovable as they assume God is. Indeed unlike agnostics, they are 

so ‘convinced’ of what they know that they have the ‘confidence’ (really the arrogance) to assert that not only 

should we disbelieve in God, but we should believe in them! These men worship at the shrine of human reason 

and sadly, have fallen for the same Satanic lie first told in the Garden – ‘Ye shall be as gods, knowing good and 

evil’ – Gen 3:5.  

Then there are what could be called hybrid beliefs that join an idea of theism and materialism or theism and 

evolution. As to the latter, some, especially within the scientific community, hold to theistic evolution such as the 

famous American physician-geneticist, Francis Collins. It is claimed that evolution in nature is but the 

mechanism God used while He is the source and power behind it. Also, among the ancient Greeks a theistic 

materialism view of the universe was believed which purports that God and matter coexisted eternally meaning 

that God was not the Creator of the material universe, but the arranger of what already existed.   

Frankly, the whole issue of human worldviews and their theories about origins is rather complex, highly 

nuanced and a rather wearisome subject. It is though, perhaps prudent to have a limited awareness of some of 

these things should we ever encounter those who hold them in gospel witness, but we do well to remember that 

they represent rank unbelief and remind us that men need the light of truth and the illumination of the Holy 

Spirit in their darkness.  

Science and Creation  

There is no conflict between true science and the Bible. Science that assumes a naturalistic evolutionary 

framework claims there is no way of proving God’s existence or empirically demonstrating the validity of a past 

Creation by His word. However, they cannot prove the macro evolutionary theory they posit and assume. It is 

neither observable nor provable. Claiming that it took billions of years for life to move from simplicity to 

complexity proves nothing neither does it explain how a primitive life form moved from singularity to the variety 

of multiplicity evident in the world never mind the origin of life itself.  

There are two types of science, operational science and origin science. The former deals with the present, the 

latter the past. Lita Cosner explains: 

Operational science is the stuff that requires lab coats and goggles; when you run an experiment 

and collect data. Origins science is when you try to apply those results to explain what happened in 

the past to explain what we see in the world today. And surprisingly to some, origins science is not 

limited to godless evolutionists; it’s something that creationists can do, informed by the historical 

record of Scripture, to the glory of our God and Creator (What distinguishes origins and operational 
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science? Origins vs operational science, Published: 22 September 2013, Lita Cosner. 

Creation.com).  

In recent decades a scientific theory has emerged called Intelligent Design. It stands in opposition to naturalistic 

evolution and argues that an intelligent cause was involved bringing about the origin of life and infusing living 

systems with biological information and appearances of design. While the theory has theistic implications in that 

for the Christian it points to God as the intelligent designer, the theory itself does not identify the Designer, only 

that an intelligent cause exists. Anyone interested in reading more about this should consult, The Signature in 

the Cell – DNA and the Evidence for Intelligent Design by Stephen Meyer © 2009. 

In the end though, the believer gladly confesses: ‘By faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the 

word of God, so that the things which are seen were not made of things which are visible’ – Heb 11:3. 

Differing Christian Views on Creation  

Among Bible believing Christians there are differing views particularly on the time frame of Creation and the 

age of the earth.  

>Young Earth Creationists – generally believe:  

→Beginning means the absolute beginning. 

→Creation unfolds in sequence.   

→Creation week consists of twenty four hour consecutive days. 

>Old Earth Creationist – believe a range of options:  

→Beginning does not mean the absolute beginning, but a recent local beginning preceded by indefinite periods 

of time. 

→A Gap of indefinite time exists between Gen 1 v 1 and v 2. (This view is also held by those who subscribe to 

the days of Creation being twenty four hour days).   

→The Days of Genesis are long periods of time not twenty four hour days. 

→Long periods of time exist between the twenty four days – ‘Alternative day-age’ view. 

→The Days are a narrative framework to communicate the Creation process to the writer of Genesis – 

‘Revelatory day’ view.  

 

The Gap Theory 

Popularized by the Scofield reference Bible in 1909, this idea was initially promoted by Thomas Chalmers 

(1780-1847) who was founder of the Free Church of Scotland. It was a way to accommodate millions of years 

proposed by scientists. However as Robert Surgenor points out at the forefront of his book, Gap or No Gap 

Thomas Chalmers began to preach about the gap well before Charles Darwin published his theory of evolution 

so the idea of a gap between Genesis 1 v 1 and v 2 was a not a compromise on such a theory.  While many 

dismiss the idea it deserves serious consideration not necessarily to account for millions of years, but as a 

possible point to locate the fall of Satan and his angels which may explain why the earth was in the condition 

described in Gen 1:2.   

Sources:  

Systematic Theology Vol 1: Introduction, Bible © 2002. Vol 2: God, Creation © 2003. Dr. Norman L Geisler.  

The Baker Encyclopaedia of Christian Apologetics by Norman L. Geisler © 1999. 

Lewis Sperry Chafer Systematic Theology Vols 1 & 2 © 1948, 1976 Dallas Theological Seminary. 

No One Like Him, The Doctrine of God, © 2001 John S. Feinberg.  

Encyclopaedia Britannia.  
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The Signature in the Cell – DNA and the Evidence for Intelligent Design, Stephen C. Meyer. © 2009 by 

Stephen C. Meyer. 

Dictionary of Christianity in America ©1990 by InterVarsity Christian Fellowship of the USA. 

The Genesis Account – A Theological, historical, and scientific commentary on Genesis 1-11 by Jonathan D. 

Sarfati PH.D., F.M. 2015 © by Creation Ministries International (US) Creation.com).  

Gap or No Gap, the Gospel Messenger Press, Robert E. Surgenor.  

 

Appendix 2 – Angels  

These created heavenly beings and divine messengers are distinct from this Creation. They are spirit beings, 

whose myriads were complete upon their creation, unlike the human race which began with two who were 

given the gift of procreation.  

Evidently there is distinction and difference within the realms of created spirit beings. The Devil is a created, yet 

fallen being. He is referred to as ‘the anointed cherub that covereth’ in Ezek 28:14. Indeed the language of 

Ezek 28:11-19 while addressed to the king of Tyre is describing and speaking to the greater power active 

behind this earthly monarch, Satan. Clearly the Cherub are associated with the glory of the throne and 

immediate presence of God as the vison of ‘throne chariot of God’ with its four Cherubim indicates in Ezek 1:4-

28, as does the Cherubim on the Mercy Seat and embroidered into the curtains and veil of the Tabernacle – 

Exo 25:17-22; 26:1, 31. The ‘Living creatures’ of Rev 4:6-9 (NASB®; ‘beasts’ KJV) seem to correspond to the 

Cherubim of Ezekiel’s vision who are also called ‘Living creatures’ – Ezek 1:5, while they offer worship that 

corresponds to the six winged Seraphim who serve in relation to the throne as Isa 6:1-7 shows. Michael (‘who 

is like God?’) is alone called an archangel in scripture – Jude v 9 while 1 Thess 4:16 says that ‘the Lord will 

descend from heaven with a shout and with the voice of an archangel.’ Michael is also called ‘one of the chief 

princes’ in the book of Daniel 10:13, which perhaps indicates there are other archangels, and the ‘great prince’ 

of Israel in Daniel 12:1. Gabriel (‘mighty one’) came to Daniel – Dan 9:21 and to Zacharias and Mary – Lk 1:11, 

19, 26. He identified himself to Zacharias: ‘I am Gabriel that stand in the presence of God.’ Moreover that there 

are ranks of angelic beings is further indicated in Col 1:16; Eph 6:12 and 1 Pet 3:22. The Bible also speaks 

about ‘holy angels’ – Matt 25:31; Lk 9:36; ‘mighty angels’ – 2 Thess 1:7; ‘elect angels’ – 1 Tim 5:21; ‘strong 

angel(s)’ – Rev 5:2; 10:1.  

All created order is for God’s glory. The question is, when were Angels, Cherubim and Seraphim created? The 

Bible is actually silent on this question. However Job 38:4-7 says: 

Where wast thou when I laid the foundations of the earth? 
Declare, if thou hast understanding. 
Who hath laid the measures thereof, if thou knowest? 
Or who hath stretched the line upon it?          
Whereupon are the foundations thereof fastened? 
Or who laid the corner stone thereof; 
When the morning stars sang together, 
And all the sons of God shouted for joy? 
 

Here angels are referred to as both ‘morning stars’ and ‘the sons of God’ if we interpret these two statements 

as synonymous. The sons of God are identified in Job 1:6; 2:1 among whom Satan had right of access. Sons of 

God identify angels as to their privileged position and relationship to their Creator as living, intelligent spirit 

beings. Morning stars, if describing angels, is a metaphoric or figurative identification for they are distinct from 
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physical stars which were not created until day four of the Creation week – Gen 1:16. Angels as ‘morning stars’ 

were the first lights or rays illuminating God’s creative power and heralds of a coming Creation over which they 

rejoiced. Lucifer, who many interpret as Satan, is called in Isa 14:12 ‘the son of the morning or dawn.’ We learn 

at least that angels pre-exist this Creation and were present at the laying of ‘the foundations of the earth.’ But 

by how long we don’t know and depending what view we hold on the time frame of Creation, they could have 

long existed before the creation of the universe or just prior to it. One thing is sure, we have to stand with Job in 

silent awe and humility acknowledging that there are things, many things regarding God’s creative ways we 

cannot explain! 

 

Appendix 3 – Dinosaurs.  

Both the formal scientific designation Dinosauria and the vernacular dinosaur were first proposed by British 

biologist and palaeontologist Richard Owen in 1842. ‘Dinosaur comes from the Greek words deinos (“terrible” 

or “fearfully great”) and sauros (“reptile” or “lizard”) (Encyclopædia Britannica)’ This identification was proposed 

to include ‘three giant extinct animals’ whose large fossilized bones were discovered in a number of locations in 

the early part of the 19th century in Southern England. Before 1842 there was, it seems, ‘no concept of 

anything like a dinosaur,’ but ‘the category Dinosauria now encompasses more than 800 generic names and at 

least 1,000 species, with new names being added to the roster every year as the result of scientific explorations 

around the world’ (Encyclopædia Britannica). However, Jonatan Sarfati says that in reality ‘It is more likely that 

there were only 50-60 kinds’ (The Genesis Account p 240). It is believed both by evolutionists and old earth 

Creationist that dinosaurs lived over a period of 66 million years, from 245 million years ago to 180 million and 

evolutionary theorists make the magnificent claim that they evolved into birds 150 million years ago based upon 

evidence. But, such an idea is not based on evidence at all, it’s based on an interpretation of the evidence in 

the fossil records. Astronomer Hugh Ross, who believes the days of Creation to be long ages, suggests that 

the creation of dinosaurs and their period on earth was likely on the fifth day of Creation. According to this idea 

they lived, died and became extinct during the millions of years of day five. This doesn’t fit the Creation account 

for land animals came on day six, not day five and, while animals presumably were not created to live forever, 

it’s hard to see how God could have pronounced ‘very good’ over a world already full of death and decay? 

Others like Robert Surgenor and G.H. Pember claim dinosaurs lived in the ‘original’ world before Genesis 1:2 

which God judged.  

It seems much safer and more straightforward to accept the Creation account as given in Genesis 1 and that 

these huge reptiles were created on day six along with other land animals being it seems, herbivores, 

according to v 30, as were all birds and land animals. The absence of sin in the world and the harmony existing 

between everything God made meant that the divine assessment was ‘and behold it was very good’ – v 31.   

Presumably, since two of every kind went into the ark so did reptiles, including what are now called dinosaurs – 

Gen 7:14. However, it seems reasonable as well as sensible to assume that it was the young of all the kinds 

which went into the ark. Noah wasn’t taking on board massive mature beasts of immense tonnage.  

In Job 40:15-24 God describes behemoth a great land animal and in Job 41:1-34 leviathan a sea creature. As 

to the former Jonathan Sarfati suggests that the description of behemoth ‘fits perfectly with a sauropod 

dinosaur e.g. the 25-m-long 60 tonne Dreadnoughtus schrani with a heavily muscled 10-m–long tail’ (The  

Genesis Account p 241). If that is the case then it means that not only did men and the giant reptiles now called 

dinosaurs inhabit the earth together, these creatures did not become extinct to sometime after the flood. Others 

suggest that in Job 40 it’s most probably a hippopotamus being described and in Job 41, a crocodile of the Nile. 
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Astronomer Hugh Ross argues that seeing behemoth seems to refer to other mammals it cannot be a dinosaur 

since they are reptiles. The largest reptiles in the world today are crocodiles. The Nile crocodile of Africa and 

the saltwater crocodile of Australia, reach lengths of up to 6 metres (20 feet) and weigh over 1,000 kg (about 

2,200 pounds). Considered ‘the living link with dinosaurs-like reptiles of prehistoric times.’ One of the largest 

ever captured was ‘Lolong’ a saltwater crocodile. Captured in the Philippines in 2011 weighing 1075 kg (2370 

pounds) and measuring 6.17 metres (20 feet 3 inches) long. He died on February 10th 2013. 

Sources: 

Dinosaur, Fossil Reptile by Kevin Padian John H. Ostrom, Encyclopædia Britannica.  

The Genesis Account - A theological, historical, and scientific commentary on Genesis 1–11 p 240, 241, 

Jonathan D. Sarfati PH.D., F.M. p 121. 2015 © by Creation Ministries International (US) Creation.com). 

Navigating Genesis: A Scientists Journey through Genesis 1-11, Hugh Ross © Reasons to Believe. 

Gap or No Gap, the Gospel Messenger Press, Robert E. Surgenor. 

Crocodile, Reptile Order, Crocodylia by James P. Ross Heinz Fritz Wermuth, Encyclopædia Britannica. 

Lolong, Wikipedia.org.  
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‘By the word of the LORD were the heavens made; and all the host of 

them by the breath of His mouth. He gathereth the waters of the sea 

together as an heap: He layeth up the depth in storehouses. Let all the 

earth fear the LORD: let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of 

Him. For He spake, and it was done; He commanded, and it stood fast’. 

Psa 33:6-9 

 


